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July 4, 2008

Jim Philliou, Director Long Term Care Division
SEIU

1800 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20036

Dear Jim:

I'm writing to urgently reiterate earlier requests UHW has made for a copy of an SEIU database
that analyzes the finances and other features of California nursing homes.

As you know, more than 7,000 members of UHW will be 1n contract negotiations with California
nursing homes throughout 2008. This effort is the largest coordinated bargaining campaign ever
conducted by our local union’s nursing home members.

The databaée, which was prepared by SEIU researchers in California arlld Washington, D.C.
urihg a multi-yeat perioll, would b e)'(trabrdinan'ly valuable to our members Who are in

bar aining. It is tHe most comprehensive database of Califomia aursing hores ever prepared by

duﬁntci’national union and is an important tool for evaluating thic operational and financial

* multi-year data on nursing homes’ finances;

* financial ratios that permit comparative analyses of nursing homes with competitors and
statewide averages;

+ patient-utilizatiod data;

*  patient-bart indichtors £Bm stale add federal datd sollrcks iHehiding staffihg levels and
violatichs of fedetal Batient-carb stidn ards; ahd

*  datd oni the ownershif of ndtsing htndeg,

i\]cé“y six months ago, Fred 'Sez.wc'y' (UHV'VS Researth Directdl) requested a copy of the

atabase from Amy Adams, an SEIU staff leader based in Ozkland, California. His request was
denied, with International staff leaders explaining that they couldn’t provide UHW members
with a copy of the database without the approval of SEIU Local 6434 President Tyrone Freeman.
I'subsequently requested the database from other International staff leaders, who also refused to
provide UHW with a copy of the database.

It is stunning that our Idterdational binton ould reate a coltlptehensive datdbask of Callfornia’s

hulSirtf home Industry, dlid then refust 16 thake it aviitable Ib tu loea udioll; which fePresints

75% oF SEIU nurging hisine wotkers ih Catiférnfd, ‘Hhis fefuia 1o Everl ke shiphisldp Biven tat

thotisahds of UHW ndertibers al miste thah 105 darsing Honfes Sre in birgifinide with hfsidg
othes during 2008.
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Each year, UHW members pay millions of dollars of membership dues to our International union
to fund its staff and operations, including its Research Department. There is simply no reason
that this database should not be made available to UHW members, especially at a time when
their future wages, benefits and working conditions are at stake.

1 ask that you resolve this issue quickly. Please contact me as soon as possible to let me know

when and where I can retrieve the database. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact
me on my cell at (510) 289-2727.

Sincerely,
@M i M .
John Vellardita

cc: Leonard Page
Gerry Hudson



